
 

 

Congratulations! Take Pride and Celebrate! 

October 27, 2018 

Dear Petition Group and Friends! 

On Thursday, October 25, 2018, the Council voted to rescind the Charter Amendment ‘Allowing the Mayor to 
Vote on All Matters’. 

You all deserve an incredible amount of praise for your outstanding commitment to good, open government 
and this issue.  I want to thank you for everything you’ve done in the past few months. It’s been incredible to 
watch! So many of you went door-to-door, repeatedly crossing huge widths of land, to garner the signatures of 
neighbors – in person! (I’m talking about you, Ms. Lisy of PE!! ☺) Others were standing ready to do anything 
and everything, at a moment’s notice and got the “little" jobs done!  Others tirelessly delivered piles of petitions, 
mailbox-after-mailbox; neighborhood after neighborhood without a second thought!  Others utilized their skill 
of motivation and communication to make sure neighbors heard about what was coming and why it was 
important!  Others made it their mission to attend every council meeting; the check and balance that’s needed 
at every level of government!  Others jumped and cheered and knew just what to say, when prospects seemed 
bleak and spirits needed lifting! Others bravely spoke up and spoke out because principles required it, 
regardless of the consequences to themselves, personally…   

Songs that rise from an orchestra are most beautiful when each musician is allowed to use their individual gifts 
to contribute to the music.  And today, I feel blessed to have been seated close to the music and the song.  When 
large numbers of people speak, and tell government officials that something doesn’t “sit right with them”, it’s an 
officer's duty to listen and respond with ethical and lawful solutions… So, today, there is cause for 
celebration!  Although it took a little longer than it should have, the people spoke, and the government 
listened!!  

On Thursday, Councilman Dispenziere changed his vote on the Charter Amendment, and decided it was time 
to put an end to chaos and discord. It appeared Mayor Pollino and Councilwoman Vandenburg followed his 
lead.  In return, (realizing the Charter Amendment was intended to secure a strong-hold on future Council 
appointments) I promised Councilman Dispenziere I had no intention to, and would not be part of, any future 
attempt to take advantage of a Council members absence, in order to fill a council vacancy…should that day 
come during my term. 

I realize there may be mixed feelings, on some level. Many worked very hard to make this referendum petition 
happen and the group is only a handful of petitions shy of the number needed to force the issue to the 
ballot!  And, given the Council’s stubborn responses until now, the ballot became the end goal.  But your work 
amounted to victory!  For me, the story will always be that active members of this community collectively put a 
heavy foot down, the ground shook, and the movement changed the course of Marvin’s history!!! That is cause 
for celebration!! 



 

 

Trust is neither built, nor restored in a day.  So, I realize there is more work to do.  I asked Councilman 
Dispenziere to recognize that several things led to the break-down of trust among Council members, LONG 
before my appointment on May 31st, and he’s done that too.  Pollino and Vandenberg (with the necessary help 
of Dispenziere) started their very first day in office, on December 12, 2017, by carrying out a covert plan to 
terminate a trusted Planning Board Chairperson (that was me, ‘helping out’ as Administrator/Planner at the time) 
coupled with the abrupt installation of three developers (one who admitted their intent to invest in a new Marvin 
Village Center development) onto the Planning Board. These sudden and questionable actions sent trust 
plummeting and set-off a chain of destructive events. Every member of that elected Council must take 
responsibility for that break-down in trust and do what’s needed to rebuild it.  Every.  Single.  One.   

But, above all, this little Village government must do everything it can to rebuild the trust lost between 
itself and the community!  In government, what matters is The People.  If officials make it their mission, to check 
the pulse of The People with one hand, and use the other to seek ethical justice, it’s difficult to go wrong.  

One of my favorite quotes of all time was written by Ledru-Rollin, of the French Revolution, who said: “I am their 
leader, so I must follow them!” In the last few months, you all have led the way, and reminded your 
“leaders” they should be following you!  Take pride!  Stay bright!  And continue to lead with your hearts, 
your minds and your sense of justice -- and be sure that every officer, at every level, continues to follow 
your lead! 

With immense and heartfelt gratitude, and abounding pride for everything you’ve all accomplished!! 

Yours truly, 
Mary S. 
 
P.S. I hope I remembered everyone! Please forward to anyone I may have missed. 


